THE LINDA WAH
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
FOR A
Dreamer
FROM THE
“I Have a Dream”® Foundation Oregon
TO ATTEND ANY ACCREDITED FOUR-YEAR
COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY
Starting in the 2010-2011 Academic year
Scholarship Amount:  Up to $6,000 for the academic year*
*Renewable for a second year with satisfactory performance.
TO QUALIFY, AN APPLICANT MUST:
· be a Dreamer from “I Have a Dream”® Foundation- Oregon
· have successfully completed high school
· have successfully completed two years in an academic, associate-degree or bachelor-degree granting program at an accredited college or university by end of summer term 2010 
· have been admitted to a BA or BS degree program in an accredited four-year college or university for fall 2010.  
· (Special consideration will also be given to (1) exceptionally qualified applicants who have successfully completed one year of college, and (2) applicants who are on track to complete two years of college by the end of summer term 2010, so long as the applicant otherwise meets the eligibility standards).
· Enrolled in program for Fall 2010 term
TO APPLY, AN APPLICANT MUST SUBMIT:
· The Linda Wah Memorial Scholarship Application, including responses to two essay questions
· most recent transcript from applicant's college or university-unofficial transcripts are accepted for initial application but official transcripts must be provided prior to award of the scholarship
· Documents can be personally delivered, faxed, mailed or e-mailed—but deadlines will not be extended if the documents are not timely received.  The applicant is responsible to confirm timely delivery.

SUBMIT TO:  
                  Linda Wah Scholarship Committee
                         Attn: Kelsey Kopra
                         1478 NE Killingsworth, 1st Floor
                         Portland, OR 97211
	
APPLICATIONS ARE DUE NO LATER THAN JUNE 7TH


THE LINDA WAH
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
Application Form
	
Last Name:
	

	First Name:
	

	Address:
	

	 
	

	Phone:
	

	E-mail:
	



SECTION I: Preliminary Questions
1. What Dreamer Class are you from?  
2. Please list the college(s) you attend or have attended and identify the dates of your attendance.  
3. What is the most current year of college you have completed?  
4. Please indicate whether you have completed sufficient credit hours with the necessary grade point to move from freshman to sophomore or sophomore to junior year, as applicable.  (If you do not have your spring semester or term grades yet, please say so and indicate whether you expect to obtain sophomore or junior standing for Fall 2010. If expect to enter your second year of college but will retain freshman status, please say so and explain why.)
5. If you have had a break in your attendance at college (other than summers), please explain when and why.
6. Name of accredited college for which this scholarship would apply: 
7. If you know what your major or minor will be, please identify one or both.  If you are entering your junior year have you completed all the prerequisites for your major?
SECTION II: Essay Questions 
The following essay questions are about the life of Linda Wah.  To help you in answering these questions please review the attached document “About Linda”.  Additional questions about Linda or the essay process can be directed to kelsey.kopra @ihaveadreamoregon.org who can forward questions on to Linda’s colleagues and friends to help make your essay stronger.  However, please be sure to demonstrate by your questions that you have already read the material provided and done some research on your own before seeking additional information to assist you. Questions may be rejected if it appears you are simply asking others to do your work for you.
1. From what you have found out about Linda Wah, why do you think her friends decided to honor her memory with a Dreamer Scholarship? (500 words or less)
2. Linda Wah's family emigrated from China to Oregon in the 1860s.  Why do you suppose they came to Oregon and what type of experiences did Chinese immigrants have? How do you think this might have influenced Linda? (500 words or less)
SECTION III:  Personal Background

1. Please tell us about yourself and your family.  Briefly describe any aspects of yourself or your life you feel may be pertinent to this application.

SECTION III: Academic Record 
Any information the review committee receives from your school's staff/faculty may be shared with all those involved in the scholarship selection process.  By answering ‘yes’ to the questions below, you are consenting for the information to be reviewed by the committee. 
1. Is your transcript attached to this application?  Yes ______  No______  
*Your application will not be considered unless your transcript is received in time for the committee to review it together with your application.

2. Do you grant permission for the review committee to confirm your grades and consult with necessary school staff/faculty about your qualifications including your character, academic record and performance? Yes ______  No______
SECTION IV: References 
Please provide the names, positions and contact information for two personal references that have knowledge about your skills and abilities, academic record and character.  Please do not name relatives.
	REFERENCE 1
	

	
	Name:
	

	
	Position:
	

	
	Address:
	

	
	Phone:
	

	
	E-mail:
	

	
	Relationship to you:
	

	
	(i.e. teacher, family friend, employer, ect)

	
REFERENCE 2
	

	
	Name:
	

	
	Position:
	

	
	Address:
	

	
	Phone:
	

	
	E-mail:
	

	
	Relationship to you:
	

	
	(i.e. teacher, family friend, employer, ect)



I certify that the above information included in this application is my own work and that the information I provided in response to this application is true and correct.  I understand that my application will not be considered if I provide any false or misleading information.
	
Signature:
	
	
Date:
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Linda Wah Memorial Scholarship
About Linda

Thank you for your interest in the Linda Wah Scholarship. We believe it will be helpful and important for you to know more about Linda Marie Wah who was a very special person. During her far too short lifetime, Linda used all of her energy to develop and use her talents. She was a friend to many, an excellent student, a devoted daughter, sister and aunt and a highly respected attorney and corporate executive. She devoted a substantial amount of her time, talent and money to honor her Chinese heritage.
 
Linda was born May 13 1959 in Portland Oregon to the late Dr. Edward Eng Wah and Murial Joan Wah.  She graduated from Parkrose High School as Valedictorian with a straight A average. She received a B.A. degree from the University of Oregon and a J.D. law degree from Lewis and Clark Law School in 1991. Based on her law school achievements, she was an Editor of the Law Review, a scholarly publication.
 
She started her professional career in the Human Resources department at NERCO, finished law school and was hired as an associate at Stoel Rives, Oregon's largest law firm. She was then recruited to work at PacifiCorp and Iberdrola Renewables, working in the field of human resources. Her ability, hard work and creative problem solving abilities earned her a position as Vice President, Human Resources.
 
Persons of Chinese descent faced a difficult road in the United States during the 19th and 20th centuries. The United States Congress passed a Chinese Exclusion Act in 1882, which was not repealed until well into the 20th century.
 
In California and the Pacific Northwest, laws were passed restricting the rights of Chinese persons.  Mob actions forced many Chinese persons to leave small towns in the region. Discriminatory tax laws were passed against Chinese businesses. In 1887, 31 Chinese men were massacred in Eastern Oregon. Despite these horrible conditions, Linda's ancestors founded the Kim Wah Chung Company in John Day, Oregon in the 1860's. They constructed a trading post on The Dalles Military road in 1866-67. This served as a doctor's office, pharmacy, general store, Chinese Temple and home. Many received important medical care here including Chinese gold mine workers and pioneers including John Day Through the efforts and financial support of many people, including Linda, this site has been preserved and restored as a state heritage site open to the public.
 
Linda also gave her energy and financial support to the Northwest China Council and the Chinese Classical Garden Society. Her efforts helped lead to the creation of the beautiful Chinese Garden in Northwest Portland.
 
Linda's life provides a model and an inspiring example of how a person can use education to develop your abilities and then use your time, energy and talents to forge a satisfying and enjoyable career while honoring and enjoying, family, friends and the special attributes of your ethnic background. To Linda’s family, friends and colleagues, she was a living example of how to make a difference.
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In Loving Memory

Linda Marie Wah
May 13, 1959-October 30, 2008





